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OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 14, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 14, 2019, at 12:50 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 488.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 14, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 14, 2019, at 4:28 p.m.:

That the Senate agrees to the report of the
committee of the conference H.J. Res. 31.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 14, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 14, 2019, at 4:54 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 4.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.J.
RES. 31, FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS FOR DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,
2019, AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM FEBRUARY 15, 2019,
THROUGH FEBRUARY 22, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 116-10) on the
resolution (H. Res. 131) providing for
consideration of the conference report
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to accompany the joint resolution (H.J.
Res. 31) making further continuing ap-
propriations for the Department of
Homeland Security for fiscal year 2019,
and for other purposes, and providing
for proceedings during the period from
February 15, 2019, through February 22,
2019, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.
———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.J.
RES. 31, FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS FOR DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,
2019, AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM FEBRUARY 15, 2019,
THROUGH FEBRUARY 22, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 131
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 131

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 31) making further con-
tinuing appropriations for the Department of
Homeland Security for fiscal year 2019, and
for other purposes. All points of order
against the conference report and against its
consideration are waived. The conference re-
port shall be considered as read. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the conference report to its adoption
without intervening motion except: (1) one
hour of debate; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit if applicable.

SEC. 2. On any legislative day during the
period from February 15, 2019, through Feb-
ruary 22, 2019—

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved;
and

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment.

SEC. 3. The Speaker may appoint Members
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 2 of
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of
rule I.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
for the purpose of debate only, I yield
the customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

February 14, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
the Rules Committee met and reported
a rule, House Resolution 131, providing
for the consideration of the conference
report to accompany H.J. Res. 31, the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of
2019.

The rule provides for consideration of
the legislation under a conference re-
port rule and provides for 1 hour of de-
bate. The rule also provides for stand-
ard recess procedures through Friday,
February 22.

Madam Speaker, this legislation has
been a long time coming. In December,
the Senate passed a clean continuing
resolution for the seven appropriation
bills which hadn’t been completed. The
President said at the time he would
sign that bill, but then the President
changed course and demanded $5.7 bil-
lion for his campaign promise of a bor-
der wall.

As we now know, this led to the long-
est government shutdown in United
States history: 35 days. This put our
country in jeopardy by withholding
paychecks for 800,000 Federal employ-
ees who are patriots and provide crit-
ical services to our country and to all
Americans.

Put simply, this was not an issue
worth shutting down the Federal Gov-
ernment. That is why I am pleased we
are here today to avoid another shut-
down and begin to get the agencies af-
fected by the shutdown back on track.

This bill provides appropriations for
the seven remaining appropriations
bills through the end of the fiscal year,
including Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration;
Commerce, Justice, Science; Financial
Services and General Government;
Homeland Security; Interior and Envi-
ronment; State and Foreign Oper-
ations; and Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development.

Over the past 6 weeks, we heard testi-
mony from the chairs and ranking
members of the Appropriations Com-
mittee numerous times as we tried to
reopen the government last month.

A constant theme from those hear-
ings, from both Democrats and Repub-
licans, was respect for the appropri-
ators and their ability to negotiate a
deal. Today’s result is confirmation of
that trust we placed in our appropri-
ators.

I want to congratulate all the com-
mittee Members and staff for their
work over the last few weeks.

The conference report in front of us
today is by no means perfect, but it
represents a compromise between
Democrats and Republicans and be-
tween the House and the Senate.

There are many programs well fund-
ed by this bill. For instance, the Cen-
sus Bureau will see an increase of more
than $1 billion as they prepare for the
2020 Census, to ensure an accurate
count.

NASA, which invests heavily in Colo-
rado and across all of the country, will
see a $763 million increase over last
year to fully fund NASA’s science mis-
sion directorates and support human
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